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FUNERAL SERVICES OF BISHOP HUNTER. 


A JUST AND FITTING TRIBUTE TO THE DECEASED. 


HE obsequies of the late Presiding Bishop, Edward Hunter, were solem- 
nized on the afternoon of the 19th of October, at the Salt Lake Assem- 
bly Hall. The day was bright and beautiful, in striking contrast to the 
few days immediately preceding, when it seemed as if the heavens them- | 
selves were weeping in sympathetic unison with the occasion, and a multitude ’ 
who had known the deceased and loved and revered him in life, assembled 
to witness and to pay the last tribute of respect to his memory, within the 
province, of tender hearts and tearful eyes in the presence of his mortal 
remains. 

The casket containing the body of the veteran having been conveyed by. 
the pall-bearers from the family residence in the Seventeenth Ward to the 
Assembly Hall, some time before noon, it was placed in a temporary position 
immediately i in front of the stand occupied by the Presiding Bishopric, where 
it lay in state until 2 o’clock p.m., the hour at which the services were com- 
menged, and was viewed by the vast throng which streamed for two hours 
through the building. The coffin was of handsome material, having the 
appearance of rosewood, from the sides of which depended six silver handles, 
while upon the lid, which was covered with floral emblems, was a silver plate 
bearing the inscription: Edward Hunter, died October 16, 1883; aged 90 
years.” Some time before 2 o'clock arrived, the Hall was thronged with 
eager spectators, and all available seats secured, while many who were unable 
to procure them, after passing down the aisle to obtain a farewell glimpse at 
tze calm features of the dead, were content to remain and occupy a standing 
ppeition in different parts of the interior. While the congregation Was being 
seated, the organ, under the manipulation of Brother J. J. Daynes, pealed 
forth solemn and impressive strains The family and relatives ef the deceased. 


— — 
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occupied the front seats on the central row, immediately facing the Bishop's 
stand, upon which the casket was placed a cent time before the opening of 
the meeting. 

There were present upon the stand: of the First Presidency, John Taylor 
and Jos. F. Smith; pfithe Quorum pf the Twelve Apostles,’ Wilford Wood- 
ruff, Erastus Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, Albert Carring- 
ton, George Teasdale and Heber J. Grant; of the Counselors to the Apostles, 


D. ligg Pa f the Ghureh, John Smith; of the First 
Wun Avram H. ‘Gober and 


Young; of the Presiding Bishopric, Leonard W. Hardy and Robert T. Burton; 
of the Presidency of the Stake, Angus M. Cannon and Jos. E. Taylor; of the 
Presidency of the High Priests’ Quorum, Elias Smith, Edward Snelgrove and 
Ellas Morris, besides many other , prominent Elders: The pall ‘bearers, 
Bishops Jacob Wailer, Alexander MeRse, Wm. Thorn, Elijah F. Sheets, NM. 
Atwood, John Tingey, John Sharp, Joseph Warburton and Orson F. Whit- 
ney, had seats reserved for them to the left of the Bishops’ stand. 

The congregation was called to order at the appointed time by President 
John Taylor, who announced as the introductory — 

. Weep, weep not for me, Zion, 

which was rendered by the Tabernacls choir, under "the leadership of Brother 
E. Beesley. Apostle Erastus Snow offered up the opening prayer, after which 


the choir sang: 
the dead whe es down. 
PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF | 


Wis the first’ speaker. They were called, he said, that ‘day, to pay weir tu 
ts to one of God's noblemen. If the Lord ever had any noblemet 
op 2 face of the earth, Bishop Edward Hunter was certainly Wade 
2 His life had been preserved not only to see thtes score years 
855 ‘but four score years and ten, and almost tlie half of that life hid” 
fed in che Church and Kingdom of God on the earth. Ie Hid 
his time associated with the Prophet Joseph Smith, who laid the foundation 
of inis Church, and was with him, as it were, up to the time of his deuth, 
ant akdisted ip his burial‘ was his right haud man, in one’ sensé of the word. 
; tlifoygt all ‘his tribulations, persecutions and ‘afflictions before his‘ death. 
And le (che speaker) was firmly of the opinion that to-day he wig tis 
man there was iu that congregation. He belſeved t Risbbp 
was now mingling with those men with whom he associated’ bere in . 
‘si ‘fiesh, f in the midst of trials and tribulations in days that are past ana” 
gone, and personally the speaker could sciircely see any ground to méury” 
over his departure. He had lived to a gteut age. He hud finidhed' his work 
har des it well. He nad to be moved ‘upon for u lengt 
bis denth, to do aff he ebuld both for the living’ and the He 
Bud wewernl times visltod this Temple at St. George, und for 
fir asthe bad been made with’ them; and b. 
to labor almost to the day of tite death. Tue lust tue th 
‘edw the Bishop wis on last, just before starting ft | 
He vont in and shiok hands with him in the offite, and he then” 
speared. chirp, cheerful and happy, and he scarcely expeéted that he was: 
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gaing/to take hia departure so soon. In the midst of life, however, we were 
in the midat of death. But with regard to Bishop — ihe did not know * 
thet he need spend much time in talking about him; his history was before 
Gad, angele and men. His history was written in the hearts and minds of | 
the people of the Church of Gad. He had bean a pute man, a virtuous 
man, a righteous man, and he hud finished his labor with joy and rejoicing 
here on the earth. The speaker was satisfied to leave him in the bands ok 
the: Lord. When he heard of his death, the first thouglit that struck him 
was in respect to the joy, the happiness he would have in meeting Joseph 
Smith, Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, George A. Smith, and scores and 
hundreds of the Latter-day Saints with whom he had associated here in the 
flesh. A man who lived the life of a Saint, it mattered not in what age or 
generation he might live—a man who possessed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, | 
who received the Holy Priesthood, who honored that Priesthood, and who 
remained true and faithful unto death, hecame a member of the Church of 
the First-born, and he had promises given unto him that we could not com- 
prehend; our eyes had not seen, our ears had not heard, it had never entered 
into the heart of man to ednceive the blessings God had in store for such 
min. As the revelations said, those who keep His commandments, those 
who receive the Holy Priesthood and magnify it, all that the Father hath 
shall be given unto them, and this is the oath and covenant which he could 
nde break, neither could it be moved. These, however, were principles they 
cauid not fully comprelend in the flesh; they were beyond the comprehension | 
ol mortal man. Nevertheless, there was sufficient revealed to show us that 
there was glory, immortality and eternal life un the other side of the veil for 
the righteous. The speaker thought the Saints who were still hiviag—for it 
wea very few that ever lived to the age of 90 years, as Bishop Hunter had 
dand—ought to be admonished by the scene that was now before them. It 
should de un admonition to himself and to his brethren whose hairs were 
grey, and to all who were ripening, as it were, for the grave, that what their 
handa found to do they should do with all their might; that whatever 
labor they had to perform here on the earth should be done at once, and 
noi put off until a more convenient day. They should be admonished, by 
sud up event na; was)before them that day, to perform the duties devolving . 
uppen them. Asa people they were called tu do à great work in the earth. 
Neoxéneration of men had ever been called to do a greater work. The Lord 
had éstablishéd His Church upon tlie earth, and He had sustained it from 
cha diy of ita organization until the present time. Many of its esrly mem- 
dend+—includiag:those who laid the foundation of this work —had been on 
th othor side of the vail for a whole generation, as we count time, and others 
would puss away when their work was closed. Bishop Hunter had now 
panied away.. The speaker had known him for many years. And he had 
ksewn him to pass through some heavy trials—in-ebngection «ith the Proph- 
otem in ad did President Taylor ond other But up to the hour 
death of thé Prophet, Bishop Hunter stood by: bing und gesinted bing: 
us lay in his phwen Albthe way through he was'/faithfal: His god, 
his vilver, and his earthly wealth had been spent and devoted in the early - 
days of the Church to its support, and the sustenance and assistance k 
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the Prophet of God, and of those who were immediately connected with 
the cares and labors of the Church. For this he would receive his reward. 
It would be a great reward, and a glorious one. The speaker concluded by 
bearing his testimony to the virtue, the honesty and integrity of the deceased. ' 
He had been true and faithful to the last, and he felt to say, “God bless him; 
may his tabernacle sleep in peace a few days; but i would be but a little 
time until the trump of God would call him forth out of the tomb, clothed — 
with glory, immortality and eternal life, to remain with the faithful throughout 
the endless ages of eternity; and all the blessings that Joseph Smith and other 
men had sealed upon his head, these he took with him; his gold and silver, 
his wealth and property, little or much, he left behind. The speaker prayed 
God to bless his family, his wives, his sons and daughters, and all associated 
with him. He hoped his sons would follow their father’s good example—as - 
the sons of good men should in the house of Israel—that he might claim them 
in the morning of the resurrection, and partake with him of the glory and 
power of God, reserved for the righteous. 
APOSTLE F. D. RICHARDS: 

Expressed gratification i in the opportunity afforded him of saying a few 4 
upon this occasion, The life and character of Bishop Hunter were so well 
known in Israel, that his fame and memory were like a great light among 
the people. The speaker had known him from the day of his gathering with 
the Saints in Nauvoo, and in his life-time had heard him speak of the Prophet. 
Joseph’s first visit to his residence in Pennsylvania, when on his way to- 
Washington to present the grievances of the Saints to the Government, and 
how he esteemed him as a great and mighty Prophet, his words taking hold 
of him as if by force, captivating his whole nature. His whole life from: 
these early days had been an exemplification of the fact that he had given 
himself unreservedly to the cause of truth which he espoused. Although a- 
man of wealth, of influence and position in society where he lived before he 
heard the Gospel, when the truth saluted his ears he received it for the love 
of it, wealth and position having no power over him to blind his eyes, nor to- 
hinder the light thereof from shining upon his understanding. And those 
who knew him in Nauvoo, could testify how cheerfully he imparted his: 
means to the Prophet to aid him when embarrassed: by the attacks of his. 
enemies. Bishop Hunter was a man of a generous heart and noble dis- 
position; he was, as many well know, the poor man’s friend, and earned for 
himself a place in the hearts of the people that few men had. The speaker 
referred to the readiness and willingness with which the deceased accepted the 
doctrines of the Church as they were revealed from time to time, and the | 
consistency of his life, as being in harmony with the same. He congratulated. - 
the bereaved family as being a blessed family, in that they had such a hus- 
band and father to go before them. They could look forward to him, and he- 
back upon them, and say, he had gone to prepare a place for them, that 
where he was they might be also. A moment's reflection brings home to us 
the comforting thought that those who go behind the vail have many more 
relatives and friends there than here. This serves to soften the sorrow wes: 
feel at the temporary loss, by death, of the society of those to whom we are 
ardently attached in this life. He hoped the sons would imitate the noble 
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example that had been left them by their honored father, and was pleased to 
know that already some were filling positions of honor and trust. The 
speaker referred to the intimate and cordial relations that existed between 
himself and the deceased, and said he had felt for some time that he was, as 
“ome say, living on borrowed time,” he having filled the measure of his 
Gays and lived to such a good old age. He had passed away in peace, 
‘ honored and respected, and his name would ever live in the memories of the 
Saints of God. 
: APOSTLE ERASTUS SNOW 
Said he was permitted to visit the late Bishop Hunter at his, residence 
in Chester County, Pa., in the year 1840, From that time he had been 
antimately acquainted with him, and had associated with him more or less in 
the labors through which he had passed; and he must say that very few men 
of his acquaintance in life had so uniformly maintained their integrity, dis- 
charging their duties with fidelity and faithfulness, with credit to themselves 
and with honor to God, as had Bishop Edward Hunter. He felt to endorse 
the remarks that had been made by President Woodruff, that he was one of 
God's noblemen. He did not feel any spirit of mourning. He did not feel 
any spirit of death on this occasion. He visited him on the afternoon of 
‘ Tuesday, two hours before his death. Though feeble, he conversed with 
considerable freedom, referring to things past and present; and, although 
fast —— away, he (the speaker) hardly looked for his departure so soon. 
It was not until the next morning that he heard that he had already gone. 
He felPasleep. He did not die. There was no death connected with it. 
There was little or no pain. He conversed with his sons up till almost the 
last breath, with a fair degree of vigor, and his mind clear, asking and answer- 
‘ing questions up to within two or three minutes of the time that he breathed 
his last, and fell asleep as quiet and calm as an infant in its mother’s arms. 
He (Brother Snow) had said to-day, in viewing his body, that he almost 
envied his honored position. Not that he desired to shirk the responsibilities 
of the present life and depart until his work was finished; but when it 
pleased God and his work was finished, he should greatly rejoice in being 
permitted, if God so willed, to die as Bishop Hunter had died. If there was 
any one thing more than another that he had desired, it was that he might 
not outlive his usefulness. When he could no longer glorify God in life, and 
Serve Him in the midst of His people, in building up His kingdom on the 
earth, he desired to depart speedily, and that his works might follow; for he 
felt as Bishop Hunter had always felt in his life, that the labor was not for 
the glory of man, but for the eternal rewards that are laid up in the heavens 
for those who fear and serve God. He rejoiced in the glorious deliverance 
‘which had come to Bishop Hunter, and in that glorious reward that is in 
Store for all who, like him, endure in faith unto the end, and finish their work 
as he had done. He prayed that grace might be granted unto the children 
of the deceased, that they might follow the noble example that had been set 
them; and that such a life might exert a lasting and saving influence upon 
thousands who had knewn him. 
PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR 
U Said: — I do not feel that we are called 


* 
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. hére to mourn. I never did feel sorrowful when a good man or a good woman 
bo had filled up the measure of their creation were talten away from this 
world into another. It is according to the course of nature aud the: order of 
God. Like my brethren who have spoken, I have been adquainted with 

Brother Hunter for à great many years — upwurda of forty and I do- 


not know that ever I knew of one act associated with his life but what would 


be considered proper and correct. And when à man has lived up to the time 


that he has, and engaged in so many services without his life being subject 
even to criticism, lived above reproach, and gone into the world of spirits to- 


further labor in the work of God, there is no cause of regret for any sueh 
person. I never saw him at any time—and I have seen him in trying times 


—when he in the least faltered in any possible way; and at last, when death 


seemed to stare him in the face, he did not falter nor seem to have any 


tremor in looking forward to grapple with the grim monster. I saw him a 


few hours before he died, and I do not know when I remember his talkiag 


more clearly and more intelligently than he did in referring to a variety.of 


subjects. Why, said I, Brother Hunter, you have about finished up your: 


work, havn't you!“ Yes!” said be. Have you attended to your affairs. 


_ pertaining to your earthly matters?” “Yes!” And in regard to your other 


affairs, pertaining to your dead, etc?” Ves!“ he replied, I have attended to 


— 


all of my affairs as near as I can understand them; and he felt perfectly 


calm and placid as I do at the present time; therefore why should we mourn? 


There are certain principles associated with the Gospel of the Son of God 


that place man in a position that nothing else does in this world. We are 
told in the Seriptures that godliness is profitable unto all things; having a 
promise of the life that now is and the life that is to come; and the main. 


object of men here upon the earth ought to be to operate for our present 
welfare and for our future good. And then, not only to let that rest with 
ourselves, but as God feels interested in the welfare of the human family, so 


- ought we to do. And I certainly feel to reciprocate the feeling of Brother 
Su, wherein he says, When I cease to be of use here upon the earth, I do 
not care how soon I go.“ If we cannot be of benefit in the earth, and have 


no further labors to perform, then what matters it how short our stay mey 


be, for our labors do not cease in this world. Brother Hunter was the Pre- 
siding Bishop of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and was. 
the President of the Aaronic Priesthood, He has finished his course on 
earth, and has gone to associate with . in * 
heavens. 

But as I am not talking now to the dead, but to the elon 1 — 
a few words more particularly to the Saints than I will to our departed friand. 
whose body lies before us, but whose spirit has gone into another state, of 


existence, I would say, however, let my life be that of the: righteous, and 


my last end like his; and I would further say that this ought to be the feel- 


ing and sentiment which ail men should entertain. We come into this world; 


we exist in it for a time; we have our day and probation; and as we are dual 
heings, associated with time and eternity, beving a body and spirit which 
compose the soul of man, it becomes us, as intelligent beings, that we so- 


brder our’li¢es and square our actions according to the principles of eternal 


* 
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truth, and act and operate as éternal beings ought to operate. We emanated 
from God, our ‘Heavenly Father, who, we ars told, isthe God and Futher,of 
the spirits of all flesh. Our spirits existed with Him in the eternal: worlds. 
We have come here upon this earth, to possess ourselves of a tabernecle, of a 
body, and the correct idea and view that we ought to entertain, at all times, 
kd: be to: preserve our tabernacles in purity, in virtue, in holiness+4gn- 
eotrupted, unpdlhuted and undefiled, and live and act all the time as sheugh 
>) we believed, Thou God seest me; Thou God knowest my thoughts; Thou, 
O Father, triest the hearts and reins of the children of men; I, with the rest 
d maukind, have to appear before Thee hereafter to give an account of the 
deeds done in the body.” And as rational, intelligent beings, it beboves ua to 
— — something of the principles of truth, of the laws of life, of the 
las of temporal life, of the laws of spiritual life, and of the laws of eternal 
lie. The Gospel is revealed for the purpose of bringing liſe and immortality 
to licht, and without it no man ever had, or ever can have, any correct knowl- 
| edge either of himself, of his past, or of his future. And as a way is appoint- 
od whereby man ean approach God his heavenly Father through tbe medium 
f that Gospel, many of us who are here to day have embraced the oppertu- 
nity afforded to us in these last. days, have yielded obedience to the truth, 
and have received the gift of the Holy Ghost. Now, if we follow the teach - 
ing of that Spirit, it will invariably lead us into all truth; it will, bring 
things past to dur remembrance, whereby we shall. be able to comprehend 
things that have existed in generations that are past and gone, as Abraham 
did, for instance. We read that he did this very thing. We read tbat he 
was a follower after righteousness. And under the impulse and influences of 
that Spirit by which he was pussessed, he sought unto the records of his 
‘fathers, and obtained a knowledge of himself and of his progenitors, and of 
the position that he had occupied; and he found, in tracing out his genealogy 
and history, that he had à right to the Priesthood, and de sought fer un 
ordination thereunto and obtained it; and afterwards he sought further, 
being influenced by the same Spirit. We are also told that the Lord preached 
the Gospel unto Abraham. Being under the influence of that Spirit he looked 
into the past, he traced out his genealogy to the beginning of all time, and 
even to before the world was, we are told—that is, into the spiritual world 
wherein was revealed unto him certain things that then existed; that there 
wote certain spirits that had existed in the eternal worlds who were destined 
to make their mark and perform important services in the different ages that 
were to come, and “thou Abraham,” it was said to him, wast one of these. 
Not content yet, he kept seeking for farther knowledge, and be had given 
upto him a Urim and Thummim. Not yet satisfied, he still progressed; in 
bis searches and researches, and obtained a revelation direct from God Him- 
. wall... Aw Jesus says, in speaking on the same subject, Blessed are the pare 
im heart, for they sball sse God.” Then he became aequainted with the 
earth on which we stand, with the planetary system with which we ‘are 
associated, and with other systems conneeted therewith, aod finally, on 
account of his integrity and fidelity, he obtained the promise, from Gud that 

in him and his seed all the families of the earth should be tilessed. . 
No, then, it was through the Gospel that he received these principles, 
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: this intelligence, and those promises. The Prophets that have prophesied in 
tze different ages since then have confirmed the things that were revealed 
- unto him, and we are looking forward for the fulfillment of things that have 
- been spoken of, that are not yet accomplished—things pertaining to the earth 


on which we stand and to the heavens above us; things pertaining to the 


labors that have to be performed upon the earth; things ‘pertaining to the 
establishment of the kingdom of God and of tae Zion that has to be built up, 
and to the Church of God that had to be established ; and all of these things 
have been clearly depicted by men under the influence of the Spirit of the 


living God, and in possession of the Gospel of the Son of God. Wrapt in 


' prophetic vision, they gazed upon the future, contemplated the purposes of 


God as they rolled forth in all their grandeur and glory and beauty: Even 
back in Adam's time, under the influence of the same spirit we are told that 
three years before his death, he gathered together his leading children and he 


there, enlightened by the visions of eternity, contemplated the future purposes 
of God pertaining to his posterity and prophesied of events that should 
' transpire, associated with all of his people to the end of time. He was 
enabled to do this because God had illuminated his mind and opened to him 


visions of the future, he being in possession of the ‘Gospel — n liſe 
and immortality to light. 
We have been called to perform a great work —to build up and purify the 


_ Church of the living God, that it may be presented to the Father, not bav- 
ing spot or wrinkle.” We must build up the Zion of God, the Zion of the 


last days, spoken of by ancient men of God, which Zion means the pure in 
heart, a people that shall conform to the laws of God who, like Enoch and 


his people of the former-day Zion, will be worthy to commune with the Lord. 


And then we have to build up the Kingdom of God, the kingdom referred to 
in the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples. “Thy kingdom come.” What 


for! That Thy will may be done upon earth as it is in heaven; that men 
may not be governed by their own ideas, their theories and notions, but by 


the light of eternal truth. The will of God having been made known to us 
through the opening of the heavens, and light and intelligence pertaining to 


the past, the present and the future having been developed; it is for us to 


conform our lives to His will, and yield obedience to His laws. And when 


we get through with the affairs of mortal life, and the time comes for the 


sleeping dead to hear the voice of God, we, if found worthy, with Bishop 
Hunter and all the faithful, will come forth to participate in those “blessings 


5 that the righteous have always anticipated, 


I pray that the peace and biessing of God may rest upon the family of 


Brother Hunter, and trust that his children may follow his honored steps, and 


their lives be the lives of the just, that their last end may be like his.. By 


and by he that has just passed away will meet with his wives and children 
to participate in the blessings which God has promised to all his sons and 
daughters. But let us remember, my brethren and friends, that it is not every 


one that saith Lord, Lord, that will enter into His kingdom, bat they that 
do His will and keep His — Amen. 
Presipent Jos rn F. Surrn announced the reading of Bishop Hunter's 


last testimony, the full text of which, as here appended, was read to the con- 


gregation by Elder L. John Nuttall. 


2 
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Toe whom it may Concern: f 
principle believed in and practiced by the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, which has created so much adverse criticiam throughout the world. 
_. I was born in Newtown Township, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, June 22nd, 1793, 
and am now in my 9lst year. I joined the Mormon“ Church, as it is called by its 
opponents, in the year 1840, and, leaving. my native State, with my family, reached 
Nauvoo, Illinois, then the chief city of the Saints, in 1842. Ever since then I have been 
‘intimately identified with the Church in all its movements, and have held most intimate 
‘personal and official relations with its leading men from that time to the present. 
President Joseph Smith, the great Prophet and Seer, was one of my warmest personal 
friends, and in proof that that friendship was reciprocal, I need but state that he selected 
me for his herald and armor-bearer, to which dual office I was duly commissioned by 
Thomas Carlin and Lyman Trumbull, then Governor and Secretary of the State of 
Illinois. And at divers times, when mobocrats sought his life, he found refuge in my 
That this great and good man both taught and practiced the celestial and eternal order 
-of marriage before and up to the time of his martyrdom, no one who shared his confidence 
will deny. That the primary object in establishing these sacred relations between the 
sexes is to promote the existence of a larger number of children, which, the Psalmist 
says, ‘‘are an heritage of the Lord,” and the physical, mental and moral development 
and growth of a higher and nobler type of man and womanhood, by a stricter observance 
of the laws which should govern sexual and parental relations, all who listened to his 
And his brother Hyrum’s teachings on this vital subject can attest without reserve. 
That in extending to all redundant unmarried women the inestimable privilege of 
becoming honored wives and loving mothers, and, in this honorable, mutually agreeable 
and voluntary manner, utilizing a superabundant, God-given element, a large per centum 
of which might fall victims to the molovh of lust, whose sacrificial altars are found in 
Almost every hamlet, town and city of Christendom, he knew that he was obeying God’s 
most imperative command in introducing a system of social and moral ethics which 
would bring untold benefits to countless numbers of born and unborn daughters of Eve, 
- ‘who, with their offspring, in time, would rise up and bless his name and memory. 
Under the influence which such aims and sentiments inspired in me, and with a knowl- 
_ edge that the principle was of heavenly birth, in the fall of the year, 1844, Laura Lovina 
_ Shimer was sealed to me, by the late President Brigham Young, in the house of the late 
President Geo. A. Smith, at Nauvoo, III., who at the time, was from home, but whose 
wife, Bathsheba W. Smith, (now residing in this city) was an eye witness. About one 
| year later Susanna Wann was also sealed to me in my house in the same city, by the late 
Heber C. Kimball, in the presence of my wife, Ann Hunter, with whom I had been 
joined in wedlock, in Pennsylvania, our native State. This doctrine was taught to my 
family by some of the wives of Joseph Smith, by the late Orson Spencer, of cherished 
ad by others whose opportunities for legrning such principles from the Divine 
fountain were never questioned. 
1 Now, in my ripened years, with the love of God in my heart and His fear before my 
eyes, I solemnly testify that the principle of celestial marriage, when practiced under the 
direction uf His Holy Spirit, by the people for whom it was revealed from heaven, in the 
" dus time of the Lord, will bring to the human race all the happeness and bliss ite most 
devoted advocates have 1 would. 


I further et J was a faithful and divinely 
hat Brigh John Taylor are his legal 
postle; and that the general 
N religious and social work in which these darnest men and their colléagues have been and 


are engaged is of heavenly origin fore-ordained of God to be wrought in this ‘‘ dispensation 
of the fullness of times,” and im conclusion I call upon all men to repent of their sins, and 


in humility call upon God in the name of Jesus, and then have their sins washed away 
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by baptism, and I promise them that their eyes will be opened and that they «will sedizye 
10 eye with me respecting the eternal truths of the Gespel revealed to Joerph Smith 
the ‘‘sons of perdition.” ia Saal 
This is my ‘testimony which I and 
solemnity of mind and in the presence of attesting ‘withiesses, at Belt Lake City, ‘Pah 
Territory, this first day of September, AD, 1883, even 10. Amen. 
overs, 


(Signed) 
Presiding Bishop of the Church of Jesus Chie Latter Saints Che wo. 
Signed in th® presence of Joseph C. Kingsbury and A. Milton Musser. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me'this'first (1st) day of September. A. D., 1883. [stat] 
Jos. F. Notary Pablic, Balt Lake Co. U: 


The Choir then sang the fullowing hymn : 

„When first the glorious light of Truth.“ . 

The congregation were requested to remain seated, while the procession was 

formed from the Hall to che exterior of the Temple Block, and Bishup R. T. 
Burton then pronounced the benediction. 

The pull bearers, followed by the family of the deceased, conveyed the 
casket to the hearse, in waiting outside the walls, and the funeral procession, 
under the direction of Brothers John R. Winder and Brigham V. Hampton, 
then formed in the following order: Pall Bearers, Hearse, Family, Bishop 
Hunter’s Counselors, First Presidency, Twelve Apostles, Presidency of.the 
Stake, Bishups and Counselors, High Council, High Priests, Seventies, El- 
ders, Priests, Teachers, Deacons, Citizens. 

The cortege, consisting of fifty-two vehicles, was on the way to the Oeme- 
tery shortly after the dismissal of the services. Ou arriving there the hearse, 
and the carriages containing the family and immediate friends of the departed, 
drew up near the brink of the grave. The pall-bearers having taken the 
casket from the hearse, placed it in the box and lowered it into the earth. 
President Joseph F. Smith stepped to the edge of the grave, und in the pres- 
ence of the ussembled multitude who reverently stood with uncovered heads, 
offered up the dedicatory prayer. The work of replacing: the soil being eom- 
pleted, aud the bosom of Mother Earth having closed over the remains of bne 
of her noblest sons, the direction of the concourse was reversed aud the 
mourners und the multitude returned to their homes. 


— — 


BRISTOL CONFERENCE. — Meetings of the Bristol Conference will be 

held at the Latter-day Saints’ Mission Hall, No. 52 Richmond Road, Barrow 

Lane, Lawrence Hill, Bristol, on Sunday, Nov. 25, 1883, commencing at 16-30 
a. m., and 2-30 and 6 p.m. President John H. Smith will be in attendance. 


ARE WE OF ISLAEL !—We have received from the author, Elder 


George Reynolds, a copy of a pamphlet, lately issued from the printing 
establishment of Jos. Hyrum Parry & Co., 1 4 t Lake City, Utah, bearing the 
foregoing title. The matter was published home years sines in serial form in 


the Star, and will probably be remembered by many of our readers, It} 5 
18 


_ treatise on ancient Israel; the prophecies concerning that people, their 
{persion aud journeyings, and the evidences of their is 
well worthy of a place in every library. 
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MONDAY,! NOVEMBER 19, 1883. 


ANTI-“MORMON” MANIA. 
—0— 

News from various parts of the United States indicates that just now the 
people of that nation are undergoing one of their periodical spasms on the 
“ Mormon” question. Editors, preachers and politicians of a certain c'ass 
seem to be most violently affected by it. Their writhings aud contortious are 
painful even to contemplate. The malady always strikes them about this 
season of the year, and continues to affect them more or less severely until 
the close of the session of Congress, when it usually comes to a focus in one 
general convulsion ee the national Solons and their parasites who assem- 
ble in Washington every winter. Two years ago the whole nation was racked 
in a most fearful manuer by this same distemper, which culminated in that. 
instance in those desperate Congressional throes that brought forth the 
Edmunds bill. What the result of the present attack may be, remains to be 
seen. S0 far the epidemic does not seem to be quite so general in this in- 
stance, but r no less violent where it does atrike. Whatever variations might 
be revealed by a study of its effects upon different persons, one general re- 
semblance will be found to characterize the gavings of all those who are 
affected by it—they all demand that something desperate should be done to- 
the “ Mormons.” 

Some clamor for new and extreme legislation, regardless of all Constitu- 
tional restrictions, by which the power and union of the offensive Mormons” 
may be broken, but fail to formulate their ideas so that they muy be acted 
upon. 

Others, more definite, demand that the Legislature of Utah be abolished. 
and the “ Mormons” deprived of all semblance of a republican government, 
and that a commission be appointed by the President of the United — 
to rule over them, but fail to show how the pretended object of attack 
objectionable feature of the Mormon” wen! is going to be affected by 


means. 


Still others call vociferously for the increase of the “Mormons” to be 
checked. They point with blanched faces to the fact that so many converts 
to the “ Mormon” faith are being immigrated from other countries. These 
they think might be stopped by the execution of the suggestions made in the 

famous Evarts circular, or by some other method. Then they draw attention. 
to the immense natural increase of the prolific sect, and doubtless contem- 
plate with fear, if they do not speak of, the unusual vitality displayed by the 
polygamous progeny, while they mentally calculate how long it will take 


— — 
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them to overrun and absorb the nation. This increase they regard asa 
menace to the ruling power of the government, but they are silent as to the 
compulsory measures which they would recommend to limit or suppress it, 
seeing that the “Mormons” obstinately refuse to adopt voluntarily any of 
those methods in vogue among fashionable “Christians” which terd to that 
end. 

Others again very humanely recommend the forcible confiscation of the 
possessions of that despised people, and that they be banished from the con- 
fines of the United States and transported to some distant penal station, and 
required to remain there. 

And now comes the notorious religious mountebank, the Rev. T. De Witt 
‘Talmage, with his pivus suggestions for the solution of the ‘‘ Mormon” prob- 
lem, which are even more diabolical than any of the others. The letter of 
Elder Hart, published elsewhere in this issue, treats somewhat upon his rabid 
utterances. We have alluded before to this man’s ravings, and pointed out 
his real motives, and we should not care to make further mention of this 
fresh ebullition, but for the fact that it affurds us an opportunity of showing 
the result of such outrageous efforts to gain a cheap notoriety and at the 
same time give vent to spleen. Mr. Talmage is a very ambitious individual. 
He would like to be considered a very bold, brave man. He would also like 
to gain credit for originality of thought and expression. He runs a religious 
circus in Brooklyn, and, like other performers who cater for the entertain- 
ment of the public, he feels the necessity of frequently introducing something 
new and startling. The alleged sins of the distant and unpopular “ Mormons” 
have served him in more than one emergency. He considers himself perfectly 
safe in hammering away at them any time, they have so few friends to stand 
up in their defense. There can be no doubt that his chief reasons for assail- 
ing them are those which we have already cited, but coupled with these is 
_ chagrin at the utter impotency of all the so-called Christian sects to success- 
fully meet the “ Mormons” in controversy. He is galled by the fact that he 
cannot prove their doctrines false from the Bible. And so he, like thousands 
of others of less note, resorts to lying about them, and even goes farther, and 
demands their utter annihilation. | | 

Now the effect of all these efforts of Mr. Talmage'aud the other violent and 
indignant agitators on the Mormon,” question will be to advertize that 
_ peculiar people, make them better known, and cause thinking people to 
_ dnvestigate their doctrines. True, it may also result in the passage of other 
-oppressive and unconstitutional laws by Congress for the suppression of the 
hated sect, but the Saints have the assurance of the Almighty that the enemies 
of His cause “can do nothing against it, but for it.“ He has decreed that 
the wrath of man shall be made to praise Him. Such men as Talmage, in 
their blind fury, generally go to such extremes that they disgust all decent 
people and defeat the object which they are seeking to gain. To illustrate 
this, we may cite our readers to some adverse comments that Mr. Talmage’s 
latest harangue about the Mormons” has called forth: The New York Times 

gays, editorially: 

The arms and legs of the Rev. Mr. Talmage were unusually eloquent last Sunday 
morning. He preached a powerful sermon against the Mormons, a clase of sinners that 
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seem to be providentially supplied for the purpose of enabling eloquent ministers to : 
preach powerful sermons without offending any possible pewholder. | 

„Mr. Talmage insists upon the instant extirpation of the Mormons, He asserts that 
nothing will ever put a stop to the spread of the Mormon ‘ heresy” éxcept the sword, and 
demands—with a lively recollection of the Piegan ‘campaign—that General Phil. Sheridan 
should be put at the head of an army and sent tu Salt Lake on a mission of extermination. 

It is pleasant to think that the world has moved on since certain zealous priests 
preached the instant suppression of the Waldensian ‘heresy’ by the sword, and urged — 
that General Catinat should be put at the head of an army and sent to exterminate the 
Waldenses. Their advice was followed, but in spite of the torrents of blood shed by 
Catinat, the Waldensian heresy flourishes to this day. Much as Mormonism may be 
abhorred by all but its disciples, there are few alleged ministers of the Gospel to-day who 
would coolly urge the extermination of the Mormons by the sword. That Christian and 
statesman-like course is urged by nobody of any note except Mr. Talmage, and it could 
be wished that his legs and arms were endewed with the power of reading, so that he 
might learn from history the result which usually follows an attempt to suppress a. 
‘heresy’ by the sword.” | 

The Chicago News also criticises him as follows: 

„The Rev. Dr. Talmage, who is nothing if not sensational, calls for a crusade against. 
Mormonism, He would have the national government decree its extermination, and 
appoint General Sheridan commander of the forces to carry it out. Mr. Talmage does. . 
not need our aid in pointing out the great pulpit advantage of having some acknowledged 
evil away off somewhere well out of commercial relation to the congregation to lift up 
the voice against. Mormonism answersjthis purpose. But when it comes to decreeing 
its extermination, perhaps Mr. Talmage is not aware that this has been done several 
times, or, at least, the extermination of polygamy has been decreed. The trouble is that. 
when General Sheridan arrives in Utah with the sword of the Lord and of Talmage, he 
will not be able to find any polygamists there. They are like mosquitoes, ‘ powerful. 
bad over vonder. * * There is no legal evidence“ that polygamy exists in Utah. 
to-day. And we put to Talmage himself whether he actually knows that it does exist. 
We press him farther to say whether he is quite sure that his advocating so ill-advised. 
and impracticable a scheme is conducive of public respect for the pulpit as a source of . 
common-sense ethics?’ ‘ | 


— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
| New York, Oct. 28, 1883. 
President Jehn Henry Smith. | 

Dear Brother,—.\greeable to your suggestion I submit the following for your perusal,. 
and, if ‘approved, for the readers of the MilLENXLAL Star. The name calls back the 
memory of my youth, when preaching and bearing testimony of the restoration of the 
Everlasting Gospel in the City of London, in Cambridge, Birmingham, and other towns . 
and cities in England and France. From reviewing the past I am led to think of our 
present situation, our numbers, our increase in faith and influence, in flocks and herds, © 
houses and lands, in villages, towns and cities, our schools and assembly halls, our 
churches and temples, our rich and fertile valleys, the everlasting mountains, and pure 
and wholesome streams of living water, our wives and children and friends—friends Who 
bear the hdly Priesthood and are the friends of God. In comparing these and other 
blessings innumerable that are our heritage to-day, with those possessed in early days, I- 
am almost Iost in wander, love and praise. 

In my Present position I find it interesting to watch the effect produced by the advent 
of our missionaries in the Estern States, en route to their fields of labor in Great Britain 
and elsewhere, and their retürn with the steady and resistless stream of Latter-day Saints. 
flowing through your office to the western Territory. While there is joy in heaven ove 


8 


750 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the ones and twos and hundreds of repenting sinners who join the little army of the 
Lord, and joy in Zion in the gathering of the thousands of the poor and meek of the 
earth, who go up to the help of the Lord against the mighty, there is among the Jegiuns © 
of the damned, and multitudes under their dominion on the earth, a ‘corresponding feel. 
ing of envy, hatred and malice, all ‘ancharitahleness. They pour out the vials ok 
their wrath upon the unoffending Saints, and invoke the powers that be to stop those 
Elders from going | abroad, and to stop these Saints from coming here, and with one grand 
effort to obliterate the Church of J esus Christ from the earth. Truly light is come into 
the world, and these scoffers and despisers love darkness rather than light, because thetr 
deeds are evil. 

Dr. Talmage is desperately exercised on each fresh arrival, and goes off like a blutider- 
bus. He fairly explodes with the mighty effort. He commenced his lecture last Friday 
evening by saying: Among the sad events of the week is the fact that thirty Mormen 

mjssionaries arrived last Sunday in New York on their way to Europe, to gatber up 
more dupes for that great mother of harlots that sits between the mountain. defying the 
civilization of the United States government.” He then renews his appeal to the gov- 
ernment for brute force to do that which-tlander, falsehood, hostile legislation and the 
combined efforts of a hireling elergy and a venal press have failed to accomplish. In 

wer to the question if that would not be war, he replied no, it is hational police.” 
ia is the Christian preacher who has at sundry times advocated the gospel of gun- 
powder as the only means of converting the Saints, and who thinks it would be doing 8 
a service by gathering all the Elders of Israel into the large Tabernacle, and turning 
‘them the cannon from Fort Douglas, charged with grape and catister. * 

The people of America may laugh to scorn all idea of danger from Mormonism,” said 
Tlmage, ** but at the rate of 23,040 increase every six months, how, long can we allow 
the organized crime of Utah to progress?” I need not tell you this 23,040 increase every “ 
six mouths is a pious exaggeration, but asa man of sttgw set uß to be knocked de 
again, it answers the purpose of Mr. Talmage better than the truth. The statistics 9 
the late Conference show 38,947 tinder eight years of age, which will be 8 little leas than 5 

5,000 births per year. But these 40,000 youngsters ate not to be sneezed at ‘with im- | 
pijnity; in s few years thousands of them will be missionaries, and engaged pulling down 
the strongholds of sin and Satan, helping to gather other thousands of the Saints, ‘ana’ 
building up the kingdom of oar God. It is yet in the mémory of the Saints and the © 
Gods, when men of Mr. Talmage's profession, who led mobs against the Saints in Mis- 
souri, justified themselves in shooting and killing Mormon” boys with the axiom: — 
little twigs become large trees.” It is also gratifying to see many stately trees grown 
from twigs that survived their murderoui fury, now sending forth their branches for the 
saving of the nations. When I saw two sons of Alma L. Smith on their way to the 
European nations ae messenyers of life and salvation, it seemed to speak volumes con- 
cerning the wonderful vitality and recuperative powers of this great latter-day. work, 
A few years ago the father of these boys was, while yet a bey, and i in the act of trying to ; 
hide from the Christian mobocrats of Missouri, shot almost to pieces, and recovered only a 
through the of Almighty God, To-day bis sons are in the 

e Gospél of peace, for which their father nearly lost his in as his | 
the power of God unto ssivatien to all those who believe. 
after making a frantic appeal to his 
ate the “Mormon question” in every possible way, voice and and 0 
, until the United States government shall arise wok vebemen ently 
appalling curse” from the American We are 

two late. Jamies Buchassn’s adminjstration = ourned it to Abraham 
s administration adjourned: n to Andrew J. Anson. Jol 
General Grant, to Rutherford B. Hayes, Ha) ‘to 
id adjourned it to Prestdent Arthur,” Then he g om 


friends, if he has any, that the extirpation of “Mormonism” will be adjourned until 
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God Almighty shall put all enemies under His feet, and then its valiant and faithful 
defenders will be crowned;with glory and honor and eternal life, while its enemies will 
lift up their eyes in torment, 

The Utah Comminsiqners had an interview with President Arthpr yesterday, in which 
they | gave their views on the result of the Edmunds law, and what the monogamic Mor- 
mon” Legislature may do when it meets in January. It is a curious and interesting fact 
that the Edmunds law authorizes that Legislature to appoint a commission which shall 
supersede the one appointed by President Arthur under that law. So it will be in the 
power of the Legislature to relegate the present Commissioners to their homes, and ap- 
point a commission that will have the power to ignore and abrogate their extra official 
rulings, and, in fact, strip that law of its uaconstitutional features. This can be dune en 
the ground that the law.is unconstitutional, and that it must be construed to mean that 
no one can be disfranchised under it until he has been convicted. So the Commissioners 
aresaid to be much embarrassed in making recommendations; and while they are willing 
to recommend almost. anything that would secure a continuation of their present salary 
of $5,800: year, they want to know positively which way the cat will jump. One of 
the Commissioners, making an effort te present some good feature and profitable result 
of the Edmunds bill to the President, said: It has shown that, after 15,000 polygamists 
have been disfranchised, the monogamists are a majerity over all. Probably no vne in 
Congress supposed that was true.“ Now that is a very small mouse for such a mountain 
to bring forth. Wagon loads of petitions were sent up to Congress from the churches 
congerning:it, the Constitution of our government was violated and trampled under foot 
because of it, parliamentary rules were ignored and. dishonest and unjust rulings sus- 
tained in order to pass it, and Senators and Representatives perjured themselves in 
voting | for it, while tlie goverument jeopardized its reputation and squandered its revenues 
by endorsing and ‘executing it, and this is the reselt! It is another evidence that the 
wisdonw ait the wie is childish folly when its object is to fight against Zion, and destroy 
the,iustitutions establiabed by the Almighty, Congress might have learned all that and 
more years ago, if it had listened.to the Hon. Geo. Q Cannon while a member of that 
body, and have saved all its intense labor and its endaring shame. 

aguin to the lamentation of Mh Talmage, that they are already twenty 

ve, do late fur 4 national onslanght on the Charch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saint. many el your readers will not only endorse that statement, but will agree with 

the: writer that they are more than fifty years too late, and that there has never been a 
day since God Almighty has set His hand to orgapize His Church and yather His Saints, 
emit has been in the power of His enemies to stay His hand and destroy His work. 
have tried at every stage of its development, from the day the Prophet Joseph 

ved thé sncred’ records till they shell his blood, and frem that day until mow, and in 

— ay bond have ever done against it have they been able to disorganize the Priesthood 

. obdestrog the bond of union, that opnstitutes a bulwark of defense against the enemy. 

_ anilivbioh will yet make the Saints mory terrible than an army with banners. Who can 
sane army of non-combatants, when Jehovah has pledged Himself to fight 


New York Evening Post, in speaking of the blood-thirsty spirit shown by some 

and literary men against their particular set of heathen, says: ‘ ‘ And now the 
cruel and blatant Dr. Talmage, of Broekiyn, wants to have General Sheridan sent out 
—U—U— ͤY—— Tf he is wise, how- 


this * if the practice of su pressing disagreeable 
Thousands in this of eo and are. 


ae of the American character 
Ms trying to down.” It is pleasiug te see some. 
humanity stepping to the front and rubin \Godless priests and men of sin who 
make merchandise of the eouls of men, and. tab for doctrine the commandments of 
men, and who are led captive and inspired to clamor for the blood of the Saints by their 


Satanic ruler. 


